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Cosimo's second son, known as Gian Gastone, was by this
time twenty-two. He was good-looking and highly educated,
having the reputation of being the most cultured prince of
his time, and being specially devoted to science, antiquarian
studies, and botany.17 It was considered a special proof of
his exceptional attainments that among various other lan-
guages he even knew English. But unlike his brother Fer-
dinand he preferred a retired and studious life in company
with the distinguished Cardinal Nons,is who had been his
tutor. His active-minded brother Ferdinand consequently
despised him; while his father Cosirno disliked him exceed-
ingly, and with his propensity for always taking ths most
ill-advised course, gave him a very restricted allowance and
ignored him on all occasions, with the result that Gian Gastone
lived neglected by the court, being without the means to
share in social dissipations. Gian Gastone, however, cared
little for being thus isolated from the life of society so long
as he was left to pursue his studies in peace. He had a good
disposition, loved a country life, was free from any feelings of
ambition, and with the learned cardinal for his companion
wanted no other society, and had no other desire than to live
this kind of life permanently.

But Cosimo, who by his senseless method of treatment had
already driven one son into reckless and dissolute courses,
now proceeded to do the same with the other It was no doubt
desirable that Gian Gastone should marry, and that he should
be induced to lead a less retired life, but Cosimo's methods
for attaining these objects were the worst that could have
been employed. Fired with the idea of planting a branch of the
Medici in Germany, Cosimo arranged, through his daughter
the Electress Palatine, when Gian Gastone was twenty-four,
that the latter should be married to Anne of Saxe-Lauen-
burg, daughter of the deceased Duke of Saxe-Lauenburg
(who had left no son), and widow of the Count Palatine,
Philip of Neuberg, "a lady of enormous weight, immense self-
will, and no personal attractions."19 She was coarse and un-